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one with capital to embark in the enterprise, and while still on Burton's was constantly uneasy through the indulgence of this hope. In a letter to Snodgrass, written six months before, there occurs a characteristic passage: —
" I have heard, indirectly, that an attempt is to be made by some one of capital in Baltimore, to get up a Magazine. Have you heard anything of it P If you have, will you be kind enough to let me know all about it by return of mail — if you can spend the time to oblige me — I am particularly desirous of understanding how the matter stands — who are the parties, &c."1
He was now preparing his prospectus, and no doubt hoped that Burton's going out of the trade would help his own prospects. He might fairly expect that in the changes about to take place some of the subscribers to the " Gentleman's" would remain with him, who, as its real editor, had won position and respect, especially with the- press of the city, and that they would form a nucleus for the circulation of the "Perm." Whether: in fact he did, as was charged by Griswolcl, obtain transcripts of Burton's subscription-list and other •valuable papers, for his own use, remains in doubt. It was an obvious thing for him to do; he was out of humor with Burton, and as he believed that the latter would soon sell he may not have regarded it as a dishonorable proceeding. Undoubtedly Burton looked ,on Poe's action in advertising his new
1 Poe to Snodgrasa, January 21,1840.   MS. copy.er 20, 1850, Gill, p, 97., 1881.
